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JOIN US AS WE UNBIND THE GOSPEL
AND UNBIND OUR HEARTS!

Everyone is invited to journey together as we unbind our hearts! As we do what? As we unbind our hearts! On September 13, 2009 LRC will begin a six week (40 day) church-wide, small group “E-vent” in which everyone is invited to join a small group and study the book “Unbinding Your Heart: 40 Days of Prayer & Faith Sharing”. During these 40 days we will all have the opportunity to follow a prayer journal comprised of individual prayer exercises that are coordinated with each chapter. 

Throughout this E-vent we, as a church, will have our community life enriched, our faith deepened and we will begin to build the momentum needed to extend the love of Christ into the community. As individuals, we will grow in our faith, get to know the people in our small group better and find the courage to risk face-to-face encounters with God!

This wonderful journey is open to everyone in the LRC family as well as anyone we know who would benefit from it. Please begin to pray for this E-vent. There are several things happening from now until September 13 that you can pray for as well:

	June 26-27 = E-vent leadership planning retreat

	Now onward = recruitment of E-vent, prayer and small group 		team members

	Now onward = recruitment of small group leaders and members

	August 2 = sign-up/introduction Sunday

Everyone from our Young Children in Worship on up will be participating in the journey together! Won’t you join us?  If you are interested in being a small group leader, please see me.

Please see the Sign-Up sheet on page 15 of this newsletter and hand it over to Pastor Ken or one of the Consistory members.


Blessings – Pastor Ken 




If We Believe It, We Can Do It!

Beginning in mid-June, Pastor Ken will be 
presenting a 4 part Sermon Series titled:

                             
                                 If We Believe It, We Can Do It!
                
   This series is loosely based on a small book by Robert   
   Schuler, "If You Can Dream It, You Can Do It"

   Topical themes each week:
 
   
June 21 - I Am - We Are -- created in the image of 
God and, in Christ, the chosen children of God!
 

June 28 - I Can - We Can -- achieve anything 
through Christ Jesus!
 
         
    
            July 5 - I Will - We Will -- believe God's Word and use the power of the Holy 
             Spirit to step out in faith and start to DO!
 
            July 12 - I Believe - We Believe -- that we are, we can and we will!
 





















The Role of Our Elders:

Lebanon Reformed Church’s Elders Serving today:  
George Lee, Clark McFadden, Rod Robinson and Cindy Fulton


In the January Messenger newsletter, we discussed the role of the Deacons in the Reformed Church system.  Here is a history lesson and description of the role of our other Consistory leaders – the Elders.  

In the Old Testament, the word for Elder literally means   “a full, gray beard,” while in the New Testament, the term presbuteros means elder or older or bishop or overseer.  “Scripture teaches that those chosen to the office of Elder are called along with the pastors to encourage spiritual growth among the members and help them to walk in the way of Christ” 

What are Some Ways Elders Can Guide and Nurture God’s People in the Way of Christ?
Discipline/Discipling
Means of Grace
Membership Standards
Membership Categories & Definitions

In the local church, elders…

Have supervision of the church entrusted to them.
Have charge of all matters relating to the welfare and good order of the church.
Have oversight over the conduct of the members of the congregation and seek to bring that conduct into conformity with the Word of God.
Have exercise and oversight over the conduct of one another, of the deacons, and of the minister(s).
Make certain that what is preached and taught by the minister/s is in accord with the Holy Scripture.
Assist the minister(s) with their good counsel and in the task of visitation.
Seek to guard the sacraments of the church from being profaned.
May administer the sacraments if authorized by the board of elders.
Supervise the membership of the church.

Flemington Area Food Bank 
In keeping with tradition, the Lebanon Reformed Church will be collecting donations for the Flemington Area Food Bank when we celebrate communion on the third Sunday of each month. Items currently most needed are as follows:  Cereal, cake frosting, cooking oil, mustard, sugar, all canned soups, canned vegetables, stuffing, hamburger helper, toilet tissue, paper towels, toothpaste, baby food, laundry detergent, deodorant and shampoo.  Many Thanks!!!






Dear Members and Staff of the Lebanon Reformed Church,

It is with an abundance of bittersweet feelings that I write this letter to you, and I must thank Cynthia Lucenius-Schick and Kathy Wilmott for this opportunity. Anyone who has met me is likely well aware that brevity is not a strong suit of mine.  However you are probably also aware of my passion for what adult day services can mean in the life of a senior citizen and the pride I take in the mission that our program has always stood for and how I can go on and on about it! Yes… it is okay to laugh, it is said to be great medicine!  None-the-less, in an effort to save both ink and paper as well as your eyesight, I will do my very best to succinctly share with you my feelings of gratitude and appreciation as Briteside II quickly approaches our last day of being open for service on June 30th, 2009. 

I would like to begin by personally and professionally thanking you for housing Briteside II for almost 10 years in this fine community of Lebanon Boro. (In fact, if Briteside II were still here until July 27th, it would have been exactly 10 years since we first opened the doors of Briteside II to the community!) In this time together, we have accomplished to serve and share much joy with so many including the seniors, families/caregivers, volunteers, special guests, and team members who have been so very blessed to play a part in the story of Briteside II. 

By having our Briteside II Center in this unique and special location of the Lebanon Reformed Church, we were offered many opportunities including two in particular, for which I am most grateful… First, inherent to our geographical proximity to the Lebanon Boro School, we were afforded the opportunity to build a 10-year long, wonderfully enriching intergenerational relationship with the students, teachers, and administration which we found to be a gift that kept giving to all of those involved in the interactions. Second, we are most appreciative for the relationship we have shared with several of the congregants who, over the years, have served as Briteside II volunteers (you know who you are, and again, we thank you!). Each of you have given so much of yourselves including serving as our official bugler at so many of our patriotic celebrations as well as assisting with bringing us Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus, and even the Easter Bunny, to name just a few! 

While circumstances outside of our control have determined this chapter must come to an end, I believe the story of Briteside II, and all it has meant to so many, will live on in our hearts and memories. In talking with many people who have graciously offered kind sentiments of support, the conversation almost inevitably has turned to a discussion of what the future may hold. I have come to embrace the observation that while changes such as this happen, and can be the cause of such loss, sadness, and heartache, there is a “greater plan” in the works that we are usually unable to realize at the time. This “greater plan” not only makes us grow stronger by the experience itself, but also makes us ready for whatever will need us more than what currently lies before us. I must believe and have faith this is what is happening here for all of us, for out of the goodness Briteside II has offered to those who have played a part, there will be even more goodness yet to be shared amongst many other lives through other paths we have yet to walk.

I speak for the entire Briteside II Team of staff members in expressing a most sincere thank you for your hospitality, kindness, and support and for providing our program with a home so that we may serve the seniors and their caregivers of northern Hunterdon County. We wish you and your church all the best as you enter the next chapter of the “greater plan” in serving the community.

Yours truly,
Jennifer S. Purcell, MSW, LSW
Briteside II Director












June 24, 2009

Dear Congregants of Lebanon Reformed Church,

On behalf of Briteside Adult Day Centers I like to take this opportunity to thank you for providing Briteside II with a home for the last 10 years.
In addition to the excellent care given to our participants, caregivers have always commented on the cozy intimate atmosphere that Briteside II provided their love ones.
Closing Briteside II was a difficult but necessary decision given the recent economic climate that has hit our organization as well as other non profits.
We will always be grateful to Lebanon Reformed Church and its congregants for being an integral part of Britesides II’s family.

		
Ramona Kirwan, President

Briteside Adult Day Centers Board of Trustees

















LRC - Honoring Our Soldiers

Memorial Day is America’s day of acknowledging the sacrifices of the many soldiers who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country’s freedom.  As a spiritual leader of the Lebanon community, Pastor Ken provided the invocation for Lebanon’s Memorial Day Services in the Holjes-Sheppard Park.  










Mayor Mark Paradis, former Marine and member of Lebanon Reformed Church hosted the Memorial Services, acknowledging both the soldiers who have died for our country and those fighting in the Middle East today for the freedom of others.

























  From The Voice of our Young People 

By:  Daria Van Doren
Taking communion for the first time on May 17, 2009, made me think about my life within the church.  I started going to church with my family soon after I was born in 1998.  I started going to Sunday School when I was only 2 and 1/2 years old, and had a perfect attendance record until this past school year (I had to miss a couple of Sundays due to Irish dance competitions).  My family started coming to the Lebanon Reformed Church in July of 2003, just before I began kindergarten.  I was happy that this Sunday School had the Children In Worship class because that was what I was used to.  Mrs. Hoffman was my Sunday School teacher for two years. She made the class fun by using the desert box for some of the Bible stories and having us do special projects.  The following year was neat because my Sunday School teacher was my mom!  Mrs. Slutter has been my Sunday School teacher for the past three years and she made the class interesting by having us practice taking communion, writing in a journal, sharing prayers and concerns, and doing some crafts.  I have attended Sunday School for nine years and I have loved it because of the Bible stories, the Sunday School songs, the Christmas dramas, the outdoor service skits and Children's Day.      
          



The Round Valley Methodist Church has already started planning their VBS for a week in mid August.  They would love to partner with anyone from LRC to help with the planning & execution of the weekly fun.  Interested parents can contact me at fultoncl@comcast.net or at home 236-6187.  They can also volunteer directly by calling Jen Patuto from RVUMC at 730-0601.




Another LRC blessing acknowledged… 
From the
Hunterdon County Democrat
Online edition of Hunterdon County's weekly paper
Fulton Earns 'Courageous' Award from Hunterdon/Warren County Athletic Association

by Lowell M. Snare/Hunterdon County Democrat 
Monday May 25, 2009, 11:00 AM

The Hunterdon/Warren County Athletic Association honored 20 of its senior scholar/athletes at the annual luncheon held each spring at Flynn's on the Hill Catering in Phillipsburg, with a few added presentations to boot.
One of those was the Lowell Snare "Most Courageous Athlete Award" to North Hunterdon senior Andrew "Drew" Fulton. It was my pleasure to present the award to one of the most deserving of classy athletes.
Each year the award goes to that athlete from among the Hunterdon/Warren schools that has demonstrated courage and determination under adversity.
[bookmark: more]Fulton was born with just half of his left arm, missing from the elbow down, and not once in his life did he ever let it deter him from being all he could be as an athlete or as a person.
As a youngster his parents, Joe and Cindy, encouraged him to be involved in athletics. He tried them all and fell in love with soccer.
He started playing youth soccer at age four or five, and developed into one of the finest players to come into North Hunterdon High School. As a freshman he was called up to the varsity at the end of that year and played some in the state tournament run.
As a sophomore, he was a starter much of the year, and a solid starter at striker as a junior and senior.
Last season he scored seven goals on a goal-scoring team led by senior captain Casey McNamara, and helped his team to a very successful season. He is so strong and fast, and is all over the field during the course of a game. He was quick, tough and fun to watch play the game.
"Knowing Drew as well as I do, he's probably surprised that he's receiving this award," said North varsity soccer coach John Simpson.
"But Drew has won the admiration and respect of his teammates, coaches and opponents through four years of hard-nosed, tough and physical play. He's really the toughest kid on the field and also a leader on and off of it."
Fulton never let what some considered a disability be a disability to him, and played with reckless abandon on the field. He has always said that he is just one of the guys on the team -- and he was. Simpson said his strength and character made him a perfect recipient of this award.
Fulton thanked his mother and father for their support over the years, and the athletic association for selecting him for this award. He told the audience at the luncheon that all he ever wanted was to be one of the guys.
"I never really considered myself handicapped or disabled in any way," Fulton said.
"It is just what was dealt to me and I dealt with it. I never knew anything else and I just went out and played as hard as I could. I love soccer, and I loved being a part of the team.
"I don't think it has much to do with courage or anything like that, just plain determination. I just wanted to play the best I could every time I stepped on the field. I never let it make me different. I was just another player trying to do his job."
Fulton is one of the good guys in high school athletics, and his attitude and demeanor on and off the field showed his outstanding character every day of his life.
He is going to continue his education and soccer career at the University of Scranton in the fall, and they have gotten one fine soccer player and one fine young man.
Many Reasons to Celebrate

Irish Step Dancing Winner

Daria Van Doren competed in a Irish Dance competition and won a trophy in all 5 of the Irish dances she competed in!  She received 1 first place, 3 second places (she missed another 1st by only 1/2 a point), and 1 third place!


LRC Graduates

Alexa Van Doren graduated 8th grade on 6/22 from Clinton Township Middle School

Cameron Harris graduated from Clinton Township Middle School. She will be attending North Hunterdon High School in September

Molly Slutter graduated from North Hunterdon High School

Colin Patrick Morris graduated North Hunterdon High School  

Adam Hoffman graduated cum laude in May from Villanova with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering.  He is staying on at Villanova for his Masters.

Diana Chandler graduated Magna Cum Laude from Northeastern Univ. in Boston with a Doctorate in Pharmacy

Allison Rose Fulton graduated Quinnipiac University, Conn. with a BS in Medical Health Sciences
 
Andrew George Fulton graduated from North Hunterdon HS and will be entering the Univ. of Scranton

Yana Moore graduated Union Twp School

Amy Petty graduated 8th grade home school and will be attending North Hunterdon HS in September

Lynda Wilmott graduated Univ of Texas at Dallas with a Masters and is staying for a PhD and Laura Wilmott graduated with a Bachelors from American University and is staying for a Masters.

Mark Your Calendars!

Come and join in on some 
great fellowship time.

 LRC’s Fellowship Planner


June 10th 		Community Volleyball on Wednesday evenings begins and will continue 				throughout the summer – start time 6:30			
			Sign-up sheet for hosting located in Fellowship hall.  
			Fellowship Coordinator Cindy Schick

July 25th		Progressive Dinner at the Fulton’s and the Hoffman’s	
			6:00 p.m. start with details to follow

July 31st		Night at Somerset Patriots with fireworks – See Clark McFadden

Sept. 4 & 5		“Revelation Generation” – Frenchtown Christian Music Festival



Charley’s Good Spirit Acknowledged

Pastor Ken, Susan Storch and Mary Duk attended The Arc of 
Somerset County's Annual Membership Awards Ceremony and Exhibition where Charley received the prestigious Bill Sackter Award for his community involvement through his work at Aunty Annie’s Pretzels and his participation in the life at LRC and Arc of Somerset County.  

In the presentation of his award, the following remarks were share about Charley. "He has taught many of us that while it is important to help others, it is also very important to know when to ask for help yourself.  He has always been very open about his personal needs and struggles.  This openness serves as an example to many of us about how to fully participate in community. We are called not only to selflessly serve but also to graciously receive."  

Pictured standing with Charley is his good friend and advocate Paul along with Pastor Ken from Lebanon Reformed Church.




[image: http://tbn3.google.com/images?q=tbn:Ufd_I2q_Di1LRM:http://www.halogendjs.com.au/dj-packages/images/Wedding%2520Disc%2520Jockey%2520Melbounre.jpg]Congratulations to Robin and Jorn as they join hands in marriage on June 28th.  May God bless their union and provide for them a world filled with love and laughter.
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Interfaith Hospitality Network News (IHN)
Good News!  IHN has found a 4 bedroom home for a family in need
in our community.  As a single mom with 5 children they are in need of the following items:
Wish List
WASHER                                                           6 LAUNDRY BASKETS                
DRYER                                                               LIVING ROOM SET
REFRIGERATOR                                               DINING ROOM SET                                                                                                                                               
1 TWIN BED WITH MATTRESSES                 VCR PLAYER   
3 DRESSERS [image: http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:G-eKoQ7HuH4m_M:http://www.lebanonreformedchurch.org/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/IHNlogo.JPG]					   DVD PLAYER
POTS AND PANS             			   DISHES                                           
SILVERWARE                                                              
If you’d like to donate any of these items to the family in need contact:
Jerilyn Sawyer, Interfaith Hospitality Network    (908) 782-2490




[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Cynthia\My Documents\My Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\2009-06-22-1625-05\IMG_1443.jpg]Community
Volleyball,

which started on Wednesday evening June 10th, is popular again this year with each week attracting over twenty kids and adults to the court.   We are still looking for hosts and players to join in on the fun.  See the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall that also comes with a small instructions sheet on how to set up and host a Wednesday evening event.


Classis Dues Due
Lebanon Reformed Church is a member if the Delaware-Raritan Classis.  The classis is a collection of Churches.  The sum total of all classis is the Reformed Church in America.  Member Churches are assessed Classis dues of $79.96 per member.
There is an envelope from the rear of your offering envelopes is an envelope marked Classis dues.  It would be greatly appreciated if members would submit their dues by mid-July.  Your envelope can be dropped into the offering of gifts on Sunday.
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Have you seen it?  It is located in the back of the Sanctuary.  It’s a Prayer Box.  There is paper next to the box for you to write down a needed prayer.  Pastor Ken will check the box weekly and pray for you.  If you’d like the Consistory members to also pray on your behalf, please make a note of it. 
[image: ]Our Children’s Service Remembered

In June, we all look forward to learning from our 
young people as they take the stage and tell stories 
from the Bible and other lessons in life.
[image: ]		


Veronica Chisholm with Amanda Chisholm, Chloe   Giordano, Gwen and Brooke Van Doren, along with Deana Van Doren



                        Rachel Lucenius						

 

				Tori Petty, David Lee and Ben Morris

                               





Rachel Lucenius, Gianna Porfano and Daria Van Doren								[image: ]	                 Daria Van Doren and Alistair Wilson                                                      Tori Petty, David Lee and Ben Morris                	   
            					          
		Other Events in the Local Spiritual Community

COMMUNITY BAPTISM 
AND COUNTRY BBQ PICNIC
WHEN:  	SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2009 		(Rain date July 12)
TIME:  	1:00 to 5:00 PM
WHERE:  	FAITH CHAPEL WESLEYAN CHURCH
		43 LOWER LANDSDOWN  ROAD, ANNANDALE
WHAT:  
LIVE MUSIC
BARN YARD PETTING ZOO
OUTDOOR GAMES – Bring a towel for Slip & Slide
BARBECUE MENU – Please bring a side dish & dessert
           BRING THE FAMILY … BRING A FRIEND!

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP, PLEASE CONTACT RON MAGAZZU (908-730-8870)
Or go to www.faithchapelwesleyan.com

********************************************************************
PICNIC Time!

WHEN:  	SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2009 					
TIME:  	1:00 pm onwards
WHERE:  	Flying Change Horse Farm,                   BRING THE FAMILY … 
                    60 Sutton Road                                          BRING A FRIEND                          
                     Lebanon, NJ                                                     AND A LAWN CHAIR!                                                      
WHAT:  
HORSE RIDES                                                               For Maps to the venue 
SWIMMING POOL                                               contact Clinton Nazarene Church
OUTDOOR GAMES
SHARE MEALS AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP 
          
UNBINDING YOUR HEART
September 13 – October 22
 
SIGN UP TO JOIN AN E-VENT SMALL GROUP

Why ??
	 -to become better acquainted with that person who sits on the other
		side of the sanctuary, 
	-to discover the untapped power of a deeper prayer life, 
	-to have opportunities to share what a life of faith means to you, and
	-to learn how to have an eternal influence on someone you love, someone
		you like and even someone you just met.

When and Where??        YOUR CHOICE!!  (Please indicate your preference)
	___ 1. Sunday morning, 9:30 a.m.
	___ 2. Tuesday evening, 7:00 p.m. (7:00 snacks, 7:30 study)
	       3. Other (please suggest your preference)
		1.  Day of week ___________  Time _____________
		2.  Day of week ___________  Time _____________

Name ___________________________
Phone number ____________________   E-mail _______________________
Childcare needed?  _______

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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